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Calcutta as like that of England in the interval between
Elizabeth and George II., for which reason he would have
applied to the case the statute of 5 Elizabeth c. 14. As to r
this, the Court heard evidence as to the state of Calcutta of
such a character as to " beat out of his opinion " evenrthe
counsel for the prisoner. Nimcornar's crime was not
doubted by any of them, and it was an exceedingly bad
one. If a man of wealth and rank were in the present
day and in England convicted of forging and uttering a
deed, by which he robbed the widow and orphans of
his intimate friend of half their fortune, and if he
suborned false witnesses, and forged a receipt, in order
to defeat justice, penal servitude for fourteen years
would be by no means an excessive sentence. Is such a
sentence after all, much less severe than sentence of,
death ? I think that an elderly man, occupying an
honourable and prominent position in the world, would as
a rule, prefer hanging to a term of penal servitude, which
would make the rest of his days a period of misery and
infamy, and cover him with indelible disgrace, and I also
think our modern reluctance to inflict death as compared
with our readiness to inflict some secondary punishments
a piece of effeminate cowardice. What is the value of a
dishonoured old age passed in shameful slavery ?

At all events such a crime would be deserving of
very heavy punishment. In 1775 the established punish-
ment in England for such offences was death. Many
crimes were then nominally capital for which death
was seldom actually inflicted, but in cases of forgery it
was otherwise. xln June, 1777, Dr. Dodd was hanged
for forging a bond of Lord Chesterfield's, though before he

1 See Annual Register for 1777, chronicle 187. There is an abstract
of his trial at p. 232.